
 

  

  

  

Sent Via Email  

October 7, 2022 

 

Executive Office of Governor Ron DeSantis 

400 S Monroe St. 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

GovernorRon.Desantis@eog.myflorida.com 

 

Re: Adjusting the Voter Registration Deadline In Light of Hurricane Ian 

Dear Governor DeSantis: 

The League of Women Voters of Florida and our respective local chapters in the most 

severely impacted areas of our state (including Collier, Lee, Charlotte, Sarasota, and 

Manatee counties) respectfully request that you issue an Executive Order moving back the 

voter registration deadline for the general election this November from October 11 to October 

18. 

I. You Have The Legal Authority to Change the Voter Registration 

Deadline. 

As you know, under Florida Statutes section 252.36(6)(a), you have broad authority 

to suspend the provisions of any statute when necessary to cope with an emergency. In the 

last several years, you have used this authority to suspend or modify statutes governing 

election administration in light of emergencies. For example, on June 17, 2020, you issued 

Executive Order Number 20-149, which, among other things, suspended certain election 

deadlines relating to the canvassing of vote-by-mail ballots. 

There is significant precedent in recent years for extending the voter registration 

deadline due to major storms. For example, in 2016, a federal court ordered an extension to 

the voter registration deadline by seven days (moving the deadline from October 11, 2016 to 



October 18, 2016) in response to the disruption and damage caused by Hurricane Matthew.1 

Similarly, in 2018, the State extended the voter registration deadline in counties that had 

been affected by Hurricane Michael.2 

 

II. Maintaining the Current Deadline Will Create Hardship Due to 

Hurricane Ian. 

If the deadline is not changed, significant numbers of prospective Florida voters may 

be prevented from registering to vote. Each month, tens of thousands of new voters become 

eligible to register: Approximately 50,000 new Floridians move to the state each month,3 

approximately 20,000 to 21,000 Floridians turn 18 each month,4 and approximately 9,000 

Floridians become naturalized citizens each month.5 Eligible voters seeking to register often 

wait until the period immediately before the election to register.6 

Many of these Floridians will face substantial difficulty registering to vote due to the 

devastation of Hurricane Ian. Hurricane Ian is the fifth strongest hurricane to ever hit the 

United States, and many Florida residents (and Supervisor of Election offices) remain 

without power.7  As of today, it has been reported that Ian is the second-deadliest storm to 

hit the mainland U.S. in the 21st century behind Hurricane Katrina. Specific devastation 

includes more than 100 dead, hundreds of thousands without electricity for an extended 

period, many without homes left to return to, and a plethora of dispersed citizens across the 

state. Even today, some areas are still with almost no resources. An extension will give 

citizens an opportunity to catch their breath and register to vote and/or update their voter 

 
1  See William Wan, Washington Post, Florida Voter Registration Extended to Next Week After 

Hurricane Matthew (Oct. 12, 2016), https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-

nation/wp/2016/10/12/voter-registration-in-florida-extended-to-next-week-after-hurricane-

matthew/. 
2  See Jerry Hume, News13, Florida Extends Voter Registration Deadline for Counties Impacted by 

Michael (Oct. 9, 2018), https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/local-politics/2018/10/09/as-michael-

nears-democrats-want-scott-to-extend-voter-registration-deadline. 
3  See United States Census, State-to-State Migration Flows 2019, 

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/geographic-mobility/state-to-state-

migration.html (indicating that approximately 601,611 Floridians had a different state of 

residence 1 year ago, which means an average of 50,134 people move to Florida each month).  
4  See State of Florida, Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Florida Population by Age 

Group, http://edr.state.fl.us/content/population-demographics/data/pop_census_day.pdf (listing 

estimating that there are 744,435 Floridians between the ages of 15-17, which means an average 

of 20,679 Floridians will turn 18 per month). 
5  See United States Department of Homeland Security, Naturalizations, 

https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/naturalizations (indicating that 109,235 persons were 

naturalized in Florida in 2021, when means an average of 9103 naturalizations per month). 
6  New voters tend to register to vote in the largest numbers during the days and weeks immediately 

prior to the registration deadline. See, e.g., Florida Division of Elections, Voter Registration 

Reports, https://dos.myflorida.com/elections/data-statistics/voter-registration-statistics/voter-

registration-reports/. 
7  See Miles Cohen, ABC News, Florida Election Supervisors Scramble to Get Power Back Ahead of 

Mail-in Ballot Deadline (Sept. 30, 2022), https://abcnews.go.com/amp/Politics/florida-election-

supervisors-scramble-power-back-ahead-mail/story?id=90776574. 
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registration. As a survivor of Hurricane Michael and a resident of Bay County, I personally 

know how impactful a voter registration extension can be. 

III. We Recommend Moving the Voter Registration Deadline to October 18. 

Moving the voter registration back by one week to October 18 would provide affected 

voters with time to register to vote. Because similar changes to the registration deadline 

changes have been implemented without issues in past years, such an order would be 

straightforward for Supervisors of Elections to administer. 

We welcome the opportunity to discuss this recommendation in greater detail. Feel 

free to contact the League of Women Voters of Florida at 407-377-5777 or at info@lwvfl.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cecile M. Scoon, Esq. 

President 

League of Women Voters of Florida 


